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Abstract 


Explores why a number of epidemiological studies have found that persons living in the vicinity of hazardous 
substances report bothersome symptoms, despite a lack of evidence for underlying physical pathology. Four 
cognitive processes are proposed to be especially informative: focus of attention, category accessibility, disease 
prototypes, and selective monitoring of sensations. Research is reviewed supporting the proposal that following a 
perceived, rather than actual, exposure to toxicological agents, a confluence of these processes can affect 
perception of bodily sensations. Normal internal sensory information is then reinterpreted as indicating illness. 
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